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AaRICULIUHE  NATIOi'AL  DEm'SE 

FRIORITY  GHAi-:aE  STILL  IN  THE  OFFINO;     Agrici-ilture' s  iimDlement  needs  under  the 
aefense  i.-iriori ties  -Drogram  are  governed  'by  the  Earm  Machiner^r  and  Squi^iiaent  Plan, 
This  plan  involves  two  -oreference  rating  orders.     One  order  apsigns  a  aefense 
rating  —  A-10  —  to  the  materials  necessary  for  the  -nroduction  of  -oarts  for  re- 
pair and  maintenance  of  existing  farm  equi-oment.     The  othe-r  assigns  the  highest 
civilian  rating  —  E-1  —  to  the  materials  needed  for  the  ■production  of  new  farm 
cqui-DTncnt.     The  repair  Darts  order  is  good  until  Fehraary  lU,  13'^?-,  out  the  order 
covering  nevj  farm  equipment  cxroires  OctoDcr  "1.     OAIjR  officials  nov'?  working  to 
obtain  snecific  allocations  of  raw  materials  for  farm  machinery  and  equi^-inent. 
The  current  S-1  rating  is  of  little  value  as  so  many  B-1 '  s  have  hcen  isFucd  there 
are  not  enoijgh  metals  and  other  materials  to  go  around. 

Some  farm  equir)ncnt  manufacturers,  hard  pushed  for 


the  mct=:ls  they  normally  use,  arc  already  out  with  good  and  accentaDle  suhstitutes. 
Poultry  oqui-DTTicnt  manufacturers,  particularly,  h'-;ve  shifted  from  strategic  materi- 
als, such  as  aluminum,  galvanized  sheets  and  certain  kinas  of  steel,   to  lolastics, 
v/ood,  black  painted  steel  and  other  substitutes,     E-all  cooperation  of  farmers  in 
accepting  substitutes  ?,dll  be  necessary  if  this  si^Ti tch-over  -orogran  is  to  be  fully 
successful.     So  far    no  kicks  heard  hero  on  the  substitutes  f;:at  are  out, 

lASii  LABOR  SHOHTaSE  GETTING  WOHSE;     Daring  I5U1  there  has  been  a  steadily  decreas- 
ing supply  of  workers  avail^ible  for  agric.il tursl  emr^loyment.     This  decrease  has 
been  felt  most  in  dairying,  noultry  raising,   and  in  occuioations  reauiring  ability 
to  operate  and  remair  machinery.     The  number  of  -^/orkers  seeking  the  less  skille-d 
Jobs  in  seasonal-croT)  ODcrotions  has  ^Iso  been  smaller  th^n  'n  oast  years.  In 
snite  of  those  difficulties,   there  have  been  no  v,ldesr)rcad  losses  of  croris  due  to 
labor  shortages,     Hovever,   the  number  of  workers  engaged  in  agricultural  emnloy- 
mcnt  is  steadily  decreasing,  v.'hile  employment  in  industry  is  continuing  to  in- 
crease.   ^Agriculture,   therefore,  may  exoect  a  further  tightening  in  the  farm  labor 
market,  particularly  in  those  occupations  requiring  considerable  skill. 

EOOD-rO?.^FREEjOI.'!;  Oxford  University  Press  is  going  to  include  a  riamohlet  signed 
by  Secretary  Wickard  in  its  current  "America  in  a  World  at  War"   series.  Titled 

Food  for  Freedom,"  the  oamphlet  will  outline  agriculture's  rart  in  !Tational 
Defense,  dug  food  nroduction  goals  for  19^2,   and  picture  the  stake  farmers  have 
in  winning  the  war  against  Hitler.     Sliould  be  off  the  oress  in  ^0  to  60  days. 

U.  S.  D.  A.  OmciALS  RETURIT  FROM  ENQLAFD;  At  K-snsas  City  meeting  October  9, 
Paul  H.  ATDpleby,  Unarr  Secretary,-  of  Agriculture  and  H.  M.  Evans,  A^VA  Adminis- 
trator, recently  returned  from  Engl^tnd,  comment  on  British  food  situati'n  arid 
Farm  Defense  Program  efforts:  Said  Under  Secretary  ATDpleby:  "If  we  fail  in  the 
job  that  wc  have  agreed  to  take  on  —  sunplying  them  with  the  foods  which  the 
United  States  alone  can  best  suT^ioly  —  '--c' 11  not  only  be  encL--j-i goring  our  own  fature 
and  the  future  of  democracy,  we'll  be  letting  down  one  of  the  most  courageous 
peoples  the  world  has  ever    seen,  —  food  has  to  be  kert  moving  across  the  water  — 
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and  it  is  a  matter  of  only  a  few  days  from  the  time  it  docks  until  it  is  on  the 
tahles  of  the  TDeonle  who  will  eat  it."     Administrator  Evans  stated,  "We  found 
that  G-reat  Britain  must  have  American  food  to  win.     We  found  that  our  food  has 
■Qotentiali  ties  that  go  far  heyond  military  victci^'',  to  the  -oeace  tahle. ...  Food 
is  the  hope  of  these  hungr;/  people.     That  is  wr.y  food  is  going  to  -olay  such  a 
very  important  part  when  we  get  do\m  to  v/orking  out  the  -Deace.     It  vdll  he  food'.. 
America  is  -oroducing  now  and  will  produce  in  the  next  few  years.     That  food  can 
he  —  and  it  must  he  —  a  tremendous  power  for  huilding  the  kind  of  ^'-orld  free 
m-en  can  live  in.    Lots  of  inr)ortant  people  in  England  recognize  that  triis  is 
something  more  than  a  war....  It  has  to  meari  freedom  from  hunger  and  economic 
tyranny  as  well," 

FABI/IERS  UROEi)  TO  REP .^5  FA?:;!  FiACKIFERY;  A  si^ecial  plea  will  he  made  to  farmers 
v/hen  they  sign  farra  plans  in  the  Eood  for  Freedom  cam-paign  to  repair  their  farm 
machinery  this  fall  and  winter  in  order  to  avoid  delays  next  year  and  to  release 
needed  metals  for  other  phases  of  the  defense  program.     Adequate  nctals  are 
assured  for  repair  Barts,  hut  the  amount  of  new  farm  machinery  which  will  he 
availahle  is  still  questionahl e.     Farmers  v,dll  he  asked  to:     (l)  Check  over 
their  old  machinery/ ,   (2)  order  narts  needed,  and  (  "s)  notify  count""  USIA  Defense 
Boards  if  they  cannot  ohtain  parts. 


